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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-42 are represented for the examination. 

2. The cross reference related to the application cited in the specification must be updated 
(i.e. update the relevant status, with PTO serial numbers or patent numbers where appropriated, 
on page 1, lines 5-7 of the application filed on 03/29/2004). 

3. The disclosure is objected to because it contains an embedded hyperlink and/or other 
form of browser-executable code. Applicant is required to delete the embedded hyperlink and/or 
other form of browser-executable code (e.g. see. Page 24, line 15). See MPEP § 608.01. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions 
and requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 1-40, 42 are ejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because they are directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. 

5. Claims 1-40 directed to the method claims that would not qualify as a statutory process 
would be a claim that recited purely mental steps. Thus, to quality as a 101 statutory process, the 
claim should be positively reciting the other statutory class (the thing or product) to which it is 
tied, for example by identifying the apparatus that accomplishes the method steps. Appropriate 
correction is required to add the computer performs all the steps of the methods. 
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6. Claim 42 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
apparatus claim, but appearing to be comprised of software alone without claiming associated 
computer hardware required for execution . For example, the body of claim recites a device, 
software component, a sever , component appear to be software components . Software alone is 
directed to a non- statutory subject matter. 

Double Patenting 

7. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created doctrine 
grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or 
improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent and to prevent possible 
harassment by multiple assignees. See In re Goodman, 1 1 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. 
Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 
F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 
1970);and, In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .321(c) may be used to 
overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double patenting ground 
provided the conflicting application or patent is shown to be commonly owned with this 
application. See 37 CFR 1.130(b). 

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a terminal 
disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 37 
CFR 3.73(b). 



8. Claims 1-42 are provisionally rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-59 of copending 
application serial no: 10/8 12854. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not 
patentably distinct from each other because both computer systems comprise substantially the 
same elements. The differences between claims 1 1, 36, 55, 58-59 of the application and this case 
is bypassing entry of at least one conference pass code by given conferee since it was well 
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known at the time of the invention to improve the efficiency, interactivity and flexibility of 
conference system. 

Claim Objections 

9. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: There is a type error on the 
phase "unique to". Appropriate correction is required to change from the "unique to" to 
"unique". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

10. Claiml is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described 
in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that 
the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

11. As to claim 1 , the limitation identifier from the data stores matches the at least one access 
information from the data store was not described in the specification. The specification 
mentions the at least one access information is sent from the conferee (specification page 3, lines 
8-14, page 15, lines 5-15). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set 
forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claims 1-6, 8-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Shalit 
(US 2002 /0122391 Al) in views of Peon et al (US. Patent 7,133665 Bl) and further in view of 
Slaughter (US 5598536 A). 

13. As to claim 1, Shalit teaches the invention substantially as claimed including: one 
request( request, para[0028], In 1-5/ para[0093], In 1-5/ right col 7, In 17-20), the given conferee( 
a user, para[0028], In 1-5/ a one-line text messaging service, right col 7, In 17-20), 
receiving at least one request from the given conferee ( para[0028], In 1-5/ para[0093], In 1-5/ 
right col 7, In 17-20), to enroll in conferencing services( right col 7, In 17-20); receiving data 
representing at least one identifier relating to the given conferee( a telephone number, 
para[0028], In 4-9/the caller dials the long distance number to reach a conference, para[0096], In 
1-4); data representing access information( numeric access codes, para[0028], In 1-7/ para[0056], 
In 1-5/ right col 7, In 17-20), providing data representing access information to the given 
conferee(para[0028], In 1-7/ para[0056], In 1-5/ right col 7, In 17-20), wherein the given conferee 
can request access to a given conference call using the access information(right col 7, In 17-25), 
and configuring at least one component of a system related to supporting the at least one 
given conference call to connect the given conferee directly to the given conference call (An 
alternate interface allows all participants to receive calling instructions directly with support 
from the hosting instant messenger, chat, collaboration client. Each buddy number can be used 
for one call. To make additional calls, users must provide another conference, para[01 13], In 4- 
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9), in response to recognition of at least one of the access information and the at least one unique 
identifier in at number using a standard or VoIP telephone and to enter the access code given to 
them. The call is received at the conferencing platform from at least two of the selected users. 
The conferencing platform matches the access codes entered by the at least two users, and places 
them into a conference call. As a result of this system, the selected users can communicate orally 
over the telephone network, para [0028], In 4-11). 

14. Shalit does not teach unique identifier. However, Peon teaches unique identifier (Each 
telecommunications service requires a unique telephone number. Examples of 
telecommunications services that require a unique telephone number are automatic routing 
services, voicemail services, paging services, cellular phone services, and conference call 
service, col 2, In 15-20). 

15. It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the teaching of Shalit with Peon to incorporate the feature of unique 
identifier because this provides an easy way access to variety of advances features with reside in 
a telephone network. 

16. Shalit and Peon do not teach unique identifier is a location from which the given conferee 
can initiate communications to access conferencing services, providing data stores populated 
with at least one access information data stores populated with at least one access information 
data unique and necessary to admit the conferee to error in the conferencing service, populating 
the data stores with at least one unique identifier distinctive to the conferee, at least one unique 
identifier in the data stores. Extracting the at least one identifier from the data stores, wherein if 
the at least one identifier from the data stores matches the at least one access information from 
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the data stores, the conferee is able to error in the conferencing services. However, Slaughter 
teaches the at least one unique identifier is a location from which the given conferee can initiate 
communications to access conferencing services (After the remote access server 16 determines a 
unique IP address based on the user ID string 20 by referring to the database 30, the server 16 
sends the unique IP address to the remote computer 12 via, for example, the modems 24, 26 and 
the telephone lines 22. The remote computer 12 gains access to the network 14 through the 
remote access server 16 and uses the IP address to communicate with, and utilize the services 
and resources available on, the network 14, col 4, In 1 1-18/ col 8, In 5-26/ The database 30 
[storage] includes a unique user ID string for each remote user and a unique IP address for each 
user ID string, col 4, In 1-5/ receiving from the communication port a user identification string 
which was entered by the remote user at the remote computer and which uniquely identifies the 
remote user, using the user identification string to access a database and retrieve a unique IP 
address associated with the user identification string, the database including a unique user 
identification string for each remote user and a unique IP address for each user identification 
string such that the same unique IP address is retrieved every time a particular remote user enters 
the user identification string uniquely identifying that remote user, sending the IP address to the 
remote computer via the communication port, and allowing the remote computer to access the 
computer network through the server and to communicate on the computer network using the IP 
address, col 9, In 20-30 to col 10, In 1-3/ The remote access server then uses the received user 
ID string to perform a look-up in the database of user ID strings and IP addresses (step 59). The 
remote access server retrieves from the database the unique IP address associated with the user 
ID string, if any (step 60). The remote access server then sends the retrieved unique IP address to 
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the remote computer via the communication port and the telephone lines (step 62). The remote 
access server then allows the remote computer to access the local computer network and to 
communicate on the network using the unique IP address (step 64), col 6, In 55-65). 

17. It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the teaching of Shalit and Peon with Slaughter to incorporate the feature of 
unique identifier is a location from which the given conferee can initiate communications to 
access conferencing services, the at least one identifier from the data stores matches the at least 
one access information from the data stores, the conferee is able to error in the conferencing 
services because this allows one or more remote computers to access simultaneously a local 
computer network, even if each of the remote computers employs a different protocol. 

18. As to claim 2, Shalit teaches receiving at least one request from the given conferee 
includes receiving a request from a host to enroll in conferencing services (para [0093], In 1-6). 

19. As to claim 3, Shalit teaches receiving at least one request from the given conferee 
includes receiving a request from a participant associated with a given enrolled conference call 
host Para [0015], In 1-7). 

20. As to claim 4, Peon teaches receiving data representing at least one unique identifier 
includes obtaining data representing at least one voice print of the conferee (col 5, In 15-25). 

21. As to claim 5, Shalit teaches receiving data representing at least one unique identifier 
includes obtaining data representing at least one voice print of the conferee when the conferee 
enrolls to receive conferencing services (para [0028], In 1-8). 

22. As to claim 6, Peon teaches receiving data representing at least one unique identifier 
includes obtaining data representing at least one of an e-mail address, a Universal Resource 
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25 Locator, a browser cookie, an IP address, and an SIP address (col 1, In 64-67). 

23. As to claim 8, it is an apparatus claim of claim 1; therefore, it is rejected for the same 
reason as claim 1 above. 

24. As to claim 9, Peon teaches receiving data representing the at least one unique 
identifier associated to at least one device from which the given conference call host may 
originate at least one request to access the given conference call( col 3, In 23-30). 

25. As to claim 10, Shalit teaches receiving data includes receiving a unique telephone 
number to be dialed by the given conference call host (para [0096], In 1-7). 

26. As to claim 1 1, Shalit teaches wherein receiving data includes receiving data representing 
the unique identifier from the given conference call host (para [0096], In 1-7). 

27. As to claim 12, Peon teaches receiving data representing the unique identifier from a 
device associated with the given conference call host (col 3, In 23-30). 

28. As to claim 13, Shalit teaches providing data includes providing at least one telephone 25 
numbers to the given conference call (para [0096], In 1-7). 

29. As to claim 14, Shalit teaches configuring at least one component includes configuring 
the component to connect the given conference call host directly to the given conference call in 
response to recognition of the access information and the at least one unique 
identifier(para[01 13], In 4-9/ para[0028], In 4-1 1). 

30. As to claim 15, Shalit teaches receiving at least one request includes receiving at least 
one request from the given conference call host to subscribe to pre-paid conferencing services 
(para [0056], In 1-5). 

31. As to claim 16, Peon teaches receiving at least one request includes receiving at least one 
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32. As to claim 17, Peon teaches receiving data representing at least one unique identifier 
includes automatically capturing the data representing the at least one identifier during the 
communication (col 2, In 17-22). 

33. As to claim 18, Peon teaches automatically capturing the data includes automatically 
capturing data identifying a handset from which the communication originated (col 2, In 17-22). 

34. As to claim 19, Shalit teaches the method of claim 1 8, wherein configuring at least one 
component includes populating at least part of a data store with the data identifying the handset 
(para [0028], In 1-10). 

35. As to claim 20, Shalit teaches receiving data representing at least a further unique 
identifier being associated with at least a further handset from which the given conference call 
host may initiate at least one communication to access conferencing services( para[0028], In 1- 
10). 

36. As to claim 21, Shalit teaches receiving data representing at least one unique identifier 
includes receiving data representing a plurality of telephone numbers corresponding to a 
plurality of respective handsets from which the given conference call host may initiate at least 
one communication to access conferencing services( para[0096], In 1-20). 

37. As to claim 22, Peone teaches wired handset from which the given conference call hosts 
may initiate at least one communication to access conferencing services (col 2, In 15-30). 

38. As to claim 23, Peone teaches receiving data representing at least one identifier includes 
receiving data representing at least one telephone number associated with a wireless handset 
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from which the given conference call host may initiate at least one communication to access 
conferencing services( col 2, In 15-20). 

39. As to claim 24, Shalit teaches providing to the given conference call host data 
representing at least a further telephone number, wherein the given conference call host can 
access conferencing services to a given conference call by dialing at least the further telephone 
number( para[0096], In 1-10). 

40. As to claim 25, Shalit teaches data representing at least one telephone number includes 
providing data representing a telephone number dedicated to only the given conference call host( 
para[0096], In 1-10). 

41 . As to claim 26, Shalit teaches providing data representing at least one telephone number 
includes providing data representing a telephone number shared by a plurality of conference call 
hosts (para [0088], In 1-3). 

42. As to claims 27, 28, they are apparatus claims of claims 14, 15; therefore, they are 
rejected for the same reasons as claims 14, 15 above. 

43. As to claim 29, Peon teaches representing the at least one unique identifier into a data 
store (col 10, In 25-35). 

44. As to claim 30, Peon teaches configuring at least one component includes configuring 
at least one voice response unit to connect the given conference call host directly to the given 
conference call in response to recognizing the at least one unique identifier in connection with at 
least one communication received from the given conference call host (col 10, In 25-35). 

45. As to claims 31, 32, they are apparatus claims of claim 14; therefore, they are rejected 
for the same reason as claim 14 above. 



-37- 
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46. As to claim 33, Peon teaches supporting at least one server that is adapted to connect the 
given conference call host directly to the given conference call in response to recognizing the at 
least one unique identifier in connection with at least one communication received from the 
given conference call host( col 7, In 42-50). 

47. As to claims 34, 35, 36 they are apparatus claims of claim 14; therefore, it is rejected 
for the same reason as claim 14 above. 

48. As to claim 37, Peon teaches configuring at least one component includes configuring 
20 the at least one component to connect the given conference call host directly to the given 
conference call without any further input from the given conference call host( col 12, In 40-49). 

49. As to claim 38, Peon teaches configuring at least one component includes configuring 
the at least one component to connect the given conference call host directly to the given 
conference call without entry of any further data by the given conference call host( col 12, In 40- 
49). 

50. As to claim 39, Peon teaches configuring at least one component includes configuring the 
at least one component to connect the given conference call host directly to the given conference 
call without entry of any further data by the given conference call host, besides dialing a 
telephone number to access conferencing services( col 12, In 40-49). 

51. As to claim 40, Peon teaches wherein configuring at least one component includes 
configuring the at least one component to connect the given conference call host directly to the 
given conference call by bypassing entry of at least one conference pass code by the given 
conference call host( col 7, In 20-28). 

52. As to claims 41, 42, they are apparatus claims of claim 1; therefore, they are rejected for 
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the same reason as claim 1 above. 

53. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Shalit (US 2002 
/0122391 Al) in views of Peon et al (US. Patent 7,133665 Bl) in view of Slaughter (US 
5598536 A), as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Bieselin (US 5559875). 

54. As to claim 7, Shalit, Peon and Slaughter do not teach biometric parameter associated 
with the conferee. However, Bieselin teaches biometric parameter associated with the conferee 
(speech processing which uses a conference participant's voice print to identify the conference 
participant speaking may be employed, col 7, and In 15-22). 

55. It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the teaching of Shalit, Peon and Slaughter with Bieselin to incorporate the 
feature of teach biometric parameter associated with the conferee because this provides the 
additional information, for example, the spoken names of the conference participants, to the user. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LeChi Truong whose telephone number is (571) 272-3767. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 - 5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR of Public PAIP. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, sec http://pair-dii x! us pto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIP 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9 197(toll-free). 

/LeChi Truong/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2194 



LeChi Truong 
October 28, 2008 



